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Choose a category.
Unlike the real Jeopardy, in which
you are given the answer, you will
be given a question which you must
answer.
Click to begin.
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Public utilities set water
prices primarily to:
a) Minimize costs
b) Recover costs
c) Maximize profit
d) Minimize water use

b: Recover costs

Questions

According to the Roger’s et al. article,
government intervention may be necessary in
a completely privatized ownership of a water
utility to:
(i) Ensure subsidies to poor users.
(ii) Protect environmental externalities.
(iii) Ensure full cost is being charged.

a) all of the above
b) only (iii)
c) (i) and (ii)
d) only (i)

c) (i) and (ii)
In a laissez-faire approach, private
incentives would ensure full cost
recovery. However, the government
would likely have to intervene,
perhaps with some sort of tax
policy, to ensure user subsidies and
Questions protect the environment.

Which one of the following
water rate structures is
designed to encourage water
conservation?
a) Fixed fee
b) Uniform rate
c) Increasing block rates
d) Decreasing block rates

c: increasing block
rates
Questions

According to the article, “The
Price of Water: A Comparison of
Water Rates, Usage in 30 U.S.
Cities,” which U.S city has the
highest water price?
A. Santa Fe
B. Chicago
C. Phoenix
D. Las Vegas

A: Santa Fe.
The city is building the $217 million
Buckman Direct Diversion to tap
water from the San Juan-Chama
Project. It is a non-federal project, and
the $187 million after-grant cost is
being jointly paid by the city and the
county.

Questions

With reference to your assigned readings,
the recent increase in the water rates in the
Great Lakes region is attributed to which of
the following?
a) Decrease in water demand and high
operational costs.
b) Increase in agricultural water demand.
c) Increase in domestic and industrial
consumption.
d) Increase in recreational water demand, e.g. golf
courses.

a) Decrease in water demand and high
operational costs.

Questions

Which water use sector would be
expected to have the most elastic pricedemand relationship:
a) Residential
b) Industrial
c) Agricultural
d) Recreational

d: Recreational
Questions

In the context of the economic cost of
water, the opportunity cost is:
a) An additional cost the user may
need to pay on some occasions.
b) Net benefits expected from the next
best available use.
c) Occasional change in water cost
resulting from changes in other
conditions.
d) Net cost of increasing supply from
the next best source.

b: Net benefits expected
from the next best
available use.

Questions

Which one of the following statements best
describes the relationship or distinction
between price, cost, and value of water?
a) Price, cost, and value of water are interchangeable
terms which are essentially the same.
b) The price that people pay for water reflects the value of
water, irrespective of the costs.
c) Price is a means for recovering some or all of the costs,
but the value of water may actually be much more than
the price.
d) While price is lower than the actual value, it is higher
than cost because water utilities make profits by selling
water to their customers.

c. Price is a means of recovering some
or all of the costs, but the value of
water may actually be much more than
the price.

Questions

Approximately how many people in the
world face water scarcity?
A : 10 million
B : 100 million
C : 1 Billion
D: 5 Billion

C : 1 billion

Questions

The full economic cost of water is
the sum of:
a)

Full supply cost, opportunity cost and
economic externality cost.
b) Infrastructure cost and operation and
maintenance costs.
c) Environmental externality cost, economic
externality cost, supply cost and
opportunity cost.
d) None of the above.

a) Full supply cost, opportunity
cost and economic externality
cost.

Questions

Only… of the Earth’s water resources is
available to humans.
a) 1%
b) 2%
c) 5%
d) 10%

a) 1%

Questions

By the year 2020, nearly … nations
are expected to suffer severe water
shortages.
a)
b)
c)
d)

10
25
35
50

d) 50

Questions

As mentioned in the “Beyond Scarcity”
video, according to UN reports, … liters/day
of water should be instituted as a basic
human right.
a) 20
b) 50
c) 80
d) 100

a) 20 liters/day

Questions

What are the key factors that contribute to
future challenges facing the world’s water
resources?
a) World population growth and subsequent
rise in water demand.
b) Deteriorating quality of supply sources.
c) The planet’s available water supply will
remain very nearly the same.
d) All of the above.

d : All of the above

Questions

As suggested by Rogers et al. (2002), for
sustainable management of water resources
in a typical urban setting, the price should
be:
a) As low as possible to promote equity by enabling
everyone to use as much water as they need.
b) At least equal to the full cost, which consists of
full supply cost, opportunity cost, and economic
and environmental externalities.
c) As high as possible to ensure minimal
consumption.
d) Free, because water is a necessity and should be
provided to citizens free of charge.

b) Should at least equal full cost which
consists of full supply cost, opportunity cost,
and economic and environmental
externalities

Questions

How much water is needed to produce
a bottle of beer?
A : 50 Gallons
B : 100 Gallons
C: 500 Gallons
D: 1500 Gallons

B: 100 Gallons

Questions

On what date is World Water
Day celebrated?
A : 1st May
B : 1st August
C: 22nd February
D: 22nd March

D: 22nd March
The international observance of World
Water Day is an initiative that grew out of
the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED)
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Questions

70 % of the world’s fresh water
supply goes to:
A : Agriculture
B : Industrial
C: Domestic
D: Bottled Water

A: Agriculture
Questions

If the water in the Great Lakes was spread
evenly across the continental U.S., the
ground would be covered to a depth of
almost … of water.

a) 1 foot
b) 10 feet
c) 50 feet
d) 100 feet

B : 10 feet
The volume of water in the Great Lakes is
22,560 km3 (5,412 mi3), and the area of the
continental U.S. is 8,080,464 km2 or
(3,119,885 mi2).
Questions

Which country in the world has
the most expensive tap water?
a)
b)
c)
d)

South Africa
United States
Denmark
South Korea

C: Denmark
Denmark has the most expensive tap water,
costing $6.7 per cubic meter. This is equivalent to
2.5 cents per galloon. A gallon of water in the U.S.
only costs 0.02 to 0.07 cents. The least expensive
water is found in Mexico, where water costs 50
cents per cubic meter.
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